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(A.D. 250), is written by his namesake of Nyssa, who
lived about 120 years after him, and who, being a
native and inhabitant of the same country, wrote
from the traditions extant in it. He is called Thau-
maturgus, from the miraculous gift ascribed to him,
and it is not unimportant to observe that he was the
original Apostle of the heathen among whom he was
placed. He found at first but seventeen Christians in
his diocese, and he was the instrument of converting
the whole population both of town and country. St.
Basil (A.D. 370), whose see was in the neighbourhood,
states this circumstance, and adds, " Great is the
admiration which still attends on him among the
people of that country, and his memory resides in
the Churches new and ever fresh, impaired by no
length of time. And therefore no usage, no word,
no mystic rite of any sort, have they added to the
Church beyond those which he left. Hence many of
their observances seem imperfect, on account of the
ancient manner in which they are conducted. For
his successors in the government of the Churches did
not endure the introduction of anything which has
been brought into use since his date."f

21. St. Gregory of Nyssa tells us that, when he

was first coming into his heathen  and idolatrous

diocese, being overtaken by night and rain, he was

obliged, with his  companions,  to seek refuge in a
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